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more matches between the plurahty of pre-detemiined candidate character sets and the 
search string; and 

c) generating the search index by assigning character sets to a code page, 
wherein the character sets are assigned based on the results of the evaluation of the 
characters of the search string and the plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets 
that correspond to the characters of the search string. 



2. (Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the comparing of step (b) comprises 
the step of comparing each character of the search string to an entry for each of the 
candidate character sets in a character table bank. 



9. (Twice Amended) A system for evaluating characters in an inputted search string 
to generate a search index, comprising: 

an input interface to accept an input of the characters of the search string, wherein 
the characters can be represented in any of a plurality of character sets corresponding to 
an undetermined language; and 

a processor unit, connected to the input interface, the processor unit evaluating the 
search string by comparing each of the characters of the search string to a plurahty of pre- 
determined candidate character sets to determine one or more matches between the 
plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets and the search string, and generating 
the search index by assigning character sets to a code page, wherein the character sets are 
assigned based on the results of the evaluation of the characters of the search string and 
the plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets that correspond to the characters 
of the search string. 



10. (Amended) The system of claim 9, wherein the processor xmit compares each 
character of the search string to an entry for each of the candidate character sets in a 
character table bank. 
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17. (Twice Amended) A system for evaluating characters in an inputted search string 
to generate a search index, comprising: 

input interface means to accept an input of the characters of the search string, 
wherein the characters can be represented in any of a plwahty of character sets 
corresponding to an undetermined language; and 

processor means, connected to the input interface means, the processor means 
evaluating the search string by comparing each of the characters of the search string to a 
plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets to determine one or more matches 
between the plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets and the search string, 
and generating the search index by assigning character sets to a code page, wherein the 
character sets are assigned based on the results of the evaluation of the characters of the 
search string and the plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets that correspond 
to the characters of the search string. 

18. (Amended) The system of claim 17, wherein the processor means compares each 
character of the search string to an entry for each of the candidate character sets in a 
character table bank. 

25. (Twice Amended) A storage medium for storing machine readable code, the 
machine readable code being executable to evaluate characters in an inputted electronic 
search string according to the steps of: 

a) accepting an input of the characters of the search string, wherein the 
characters can be represented in any of a plurality of character sets corresponding to an 
undetermined language; 

b) evaluating the search string by comparing each of the characters of the 
search string to a plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets to determine one or 
more matches between the plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets and the 
search string; and 

c) generating the search index by assigning character sets to a code page, 
wherein the character sets are assigned based on the results of the evaluation of the 
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characters of the search string and the plurahty of pre-determined candidate character sets 
that correspond to the characters of the search string. 



0^ 



0 



26. (Amended) The storage medium of claim 25, wherein the comparing of step (b) 
comprises the step of comparing each character of the search string to an entry to each of 
the candidate character sets in a character table bank. 



33. 


(Cancelled) 


34. 


(Cancelled) 


35. 


(Cancelled) 


36. 


(Cancelled) 



37. (Amended) A method of evaluating characters in an inputted search string to 
generate a search index, comprising the steps of: 

a) accepting an input of the characters of the search string, wherein the 
characters can be represented in any of a plurality of character sets corresponding to an 
undetermined language; 

b) evaluating the search string by comparing each of the characters of the 
search string to a plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets to determine one or 
more matches between the plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets and the 
search string, wherein each of the characters of the search string are compared to one or 
more character sets of a character bank by parsing the characters of the search string and 
identifying the one or more character sets of the character bank that express each of the 
characters of the search string, wherein each of the character sets represented in the 
character bank that correspond to each of the characters of the search string are compared 
to pre-selected character set indicators of a bit mask to determine a match between each 
of the character sets represented in the character bank that correspond to the characters of 
the search string and the characters set indicators of the bit mask, wherein a first column 
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of the character bank corresponds to a first column of the bit mask, and wherein the first 
column of the character bank and the first column of bit mask correspond to the same 
character set; and 

c) generating a search index based on the results of the evaluation of the 
search string and the plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets. 
(Cancelled) 

39. (Cancelled) 

Please add new claims 40-43 as follows. 



— 40. (New) A method of evaluating characters in an inputted search string against a 
character table bank comprising a predetermined number of columns that correspond to a 
plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets in order to provide enhanced fiill text 
search features, the method comprising: 

accepting the inputted search string having at least one character; 

comparing the at least one character of the inputted search string to the plurahty 
of pre-determined candidate character sets; 

fining the columns of the character table bank to indicate whether or not the at 
least one character of the string is supported by corresponding pre-determined candidate 
character sets; 

creating a bit mask comprising columns equivalent in nimiber to the number of 
columns in the character table bank; 

filling the columns of the bit mask to provide an indication of the plurality of pre- 
determined character sets against which the filled columns of the character table bank are 
to be matched; 

evaluating the search string by comparing the filled character table bank against 
the filled columns of the bit mask; and 

generating a search index based on the results of the evaluation. 
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41 . (New) A system for evaluating characters in an inputted search string against a 
character table bank comprising a predetermined number of columns that correspond to a 
plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets in order to provide enhanced full text 
search features, the system comprising: 

an accepting module that accepts the inputted search string having at least one 
character; 

a comparing module that compares the at least one character of the inputted 
search string to the plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets; 

a bank filling module that fills the columns of the character table bank to indicate 
whether or not the at least one character of the string is supported by corresponding pre- 
determined candidate character sets; 

a creating module that creates a bit mask comprising columns equivalent in 
number to the number of columns in the character table bank; 

a mask filling module that fills the columns of the bit mask to provide an 
indication of the plurality of pre-determined character sets against which the filled 
colimms of the character table bank are to be matched; 

an evaluating module that evaluates the search string by comparing the filled 
character table bank against the filled colimms of the bit mask; and 

an index generating module that generates a search index based on the results of 
the evaluation. 



42. (New) A system for evaluating characters in an inputted search string against a 
character table bank comprising a predetermined number of colirams that correspond to a 
plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets in order to provide enhanced fiiU text 
search features, the system comprising: 

accepting means that accepts the inputted search string having at least one 
character; 

comparing means that compares the at least one character of the inputted search 
string to the plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets; 
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bank filling means that fills the colnnms of the character table bank to indicate 
whether or not the at least one character of the string is supported by corresponding pre- 
determined candidate character sets; 

creating means that creates a bit mask comprising columns equivalent in number 
to the number of colunms in the character table bank; 

mask filling means that fills the columns of the bit mask to provide an indication 
of the plurality of pre-determined character sets against which the filled columns of the 
character table bank are to be matched; 

evaluating means that evaluates the search string by comparing the filled 
character table bank against the filled columns of the bit mask; and 

index generating means that generates a search index based on the results of the 
evaluation. 



43. (New) A storage medium for storing machine readable code, the machine 
readable code being executable to evaluate characters in an inputted search string against 
a character table bank comprising a predetermined number of columns that correspond to 
a plurality of pre-determined candidate character sets in order to provide enhanced fiiU 
text search features, the method comprising: 

accepting the inputted search string having at least one character; 

comparing the at least one character of the inputted search string to the plurality 
of pre-determined candidate character sets; 

filling the colimms of the character table bank to indicate whether or not the at 
least one character of the string is supported by corresponding pre-determined candidate 
character sets; 

creating a bit mask comprising columns equivalent in nimiber to the number of 
colimms in the character table bank; 

filling the columns of the bit mask to provide an indication of the plurality of pre- 
determined character sets against which the filled columns of the character table bank are 
to be matched; 
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